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KEY STATEMENTS

Education is a deeply spiritual enterprise. It concerns the whole man
and that includes his divine spirit.
Alice A. Bailey

We must develop the new attitudes and techniques which will fit a
child for complete living and so make him truly human - a creative,
constructive member of the human family. The very best of all that is
past must be preserved but should only be regarded as the foundation
for a better system and wiser approach to the goal of world citizenship.

The entire trend of the present urge forward, which can be noted so
distinctly today, is to enable humanity to acquire knowledge, to trans-
mute it into wisdom by the aid of the understanding and thus become
‘fully enlightened’. Enlightenment is the major goal of education.

Alice A. Bailey

SEED THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION

Two major ideas should be taught the children of every country.
They are: The value of the individual and the fact of the one
humanity.

ii



INTRODUCTION

Our children are our future. The problem of educa-
tion and the plight of the world’s children are, there-
fore, the most urgent concerns confronting humanity
today. As Alice Bailey writes in Problems of Humanity,
“What we do with them and for them is momentous
in its implications. Our responsibility is great, and
our opportunity unique”. (p. 32) At our current
crossroads, we have the opportunity to integrate the
best of our educational processes of the past with
those new holistic and spiritual trends which
uniquely reflect our evolving humanity.

Today, people are increasingly becoming aware
of the fact of the One Humanity and the intercon-
nectedness of all life on our planet. However, we only
need to open our daily newspapers to know that
much of the human development of the world
remains uneven and not reflective of the conscious-
ness of the One Humanity or the interdependent
nature of all life on our planet. Our educators are
therefore faced with three major challenges:

1) To provide for the needs of the world’s chil-
dren and youth, giving them a sense of
security and the basics of an education
relevant to survival and well-being in their
immediate environment;

2) To develop the new education which will
enable the youth of the world to fulfil their
individual potential and to face life as
enlightened world citizens by becoming
thinking, integrated, creative, and inclusive
men and women; and,

3) To develop world citizens aware of their
spiritual heritage and thus capable of inau-
gurating a new civilisation based on the
rich diversity of existing cultures, while
recognising the spiritual destiny of the One
Humanity.

In this study set, education is used in its widest
sense, involving not merely schooling, but also home-
family relationships and the community environ-
ment. In each of these sectors it is apparent that we
are not yet using educational methods which will
enable us to live as whole and constructive citizens.

In this study we present a general picture,
offering suggestions about principles and goals. We
briefly mention some of the many positive areas now
emerging, as servers in the field of education pioneer
initiatives to meet the real and holistic educational
needs of children and youth. We make no attempt to
indicate specific curricula or state what should be
discarded of the old educational methods or what
new innovations should now be instituted. This is the
task of world educators and the men and women of
goodwill within each nation. Thus, specific educa-
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tional problems, which vary according to a people’s
needs and culture, can more thoroughly and wisely
be addressed. At the same time, local and cultural
needs must be seen and addressed in the context of
global needs. In other words, educators, like all others
today, need to “act locally, while thinking globally”.
Although regional and national differences exist,
there are certain educational objectives which are the
same for all people, and therefore, it is possible to
build towards a universality of education - a univer-
sality reflective of the underlying spiritual unity of all
people everywhere.

The principles we highlight in this study are
being applied in many different ways in different
countries to chart the development of educational
ideals and methods that can meet the needs of the
whole child who will reach adulthood in the 21st
century. Enlightened educators everywhere are seek-
ing to pioneer changes in syllabuses and in teaching
methods that will both awaken in the child an aware-
ness that they are part of a global family, and also
deepen their understanding of themselves, other
cultures and other peoples. These qualities and char-
acteristics can be seen reflected in programs empha-
sising, for example, education for international
understanding, environmental education, develop-
ment education, human rights education, peace
education, and holistic and global education.

When looked at in their totality, these progres-
sive forms of “new age” education, known under the
above mentioned variety of terms and more, have
three primary characteristics. They call for the recog-
nition of the whole human being, including his/her
ethical, inner or spiritual dimension; they posit the
need for students to be aware of the planet as a
whole, and they focus on the interconnectedness of
all life and the interdependence of all systems. The
inner, subjective world of the human being, the
outer, tangible/objective environment, and the
connecting, interdependent relationships among all
must be explored and understood. The inner and the
outer dimensions must be recognised as being related,
equally divine, and deserving of further understand-
ing and development.

The role of educators is of central importance
to this new education. The ageless precept that we
teach loudest by example rather than by words is
especially applicable to our educators. Because teach-
ers spend so much time with our children and youth,
it is imperative that they are, as far as possible, free of
prejudice, have a sense of world citizenship, and
reflect healthy, constructive attitudes. It is important
that teachers are caring and loving and are able to
create the right atmosphere in which the child can
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freely learn and grow. An understanding of psycho-
logical principles would also seem to be an impera-
tive so that teachers can more fully realise their roles
as educators: helping to lead out of students their
highest potential while teaching them to work with
and overcome their weaknesses and limitations.

The beginning of the 1990s saw a global tidal
wave of enthusiasm and hope about changing atti-
tudes towards children and their rights and needs,
particularly in relation to education. This encourag-
ing phenomenon was reflected in the work of the
United Nations, leading to a number of important
global events: the World Conference on Education
for All, the ratification of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the World Summit for Children,
the Mid-Decade Conference in Amman, Jordan, the
Unesco report of the International Commission on
Education for the 21st Century, and the World
Education Forum 2000, which adopted the Dakar
Framework for Action. We look further at some of
these events later in this study paper.

The significance of today’s crossroads cannot be
underestimated. Much of our way of life which has
evolved throughout the past two thousand years of the
Piscean age and which is now entrenched in our often
unconsciously adopted habits of behaving, feeling and
thinking, stands in contradiction to the emerging values
and opportunities of the incoming Aquarian age.
Whereas the goal of the past was to produce a “think-
ing” individual, the goal of the future is to produce truly
integrated people who can “think with their hearts and
feel with their heads”. Cooperation, compassion, and
love-wisdom must take the place of the heretofore
predominant and valued qualities of competition, self-
assertion, and separativeness. Although these latter
qualities have played their useful part in bringing us to
our current point of evolution, priority must now be
given to more inclusive and deeper spiritual attitudes
and understandings.

Our educational systems must therefore
encompass a new vision and goal. The growing recog-
nition that the substance abuse, delinquency, and
general unrest, so visible in our contemporary soci-
ety, stems equally from a material as well as from a
spiritual poverty is also leading to a new understand-
ing about what constitutes an adequate educational
system. We are recognising that the problem of
education is no longer only a matter of creating liter-
acy and conveying a body of factual knowledge. It is
also the problem of being able to present the hypoth-
esis of the soul - the interior factor within each
human being which produces “the good, the true,
and the beautiful”. Creative expression and humani-
tarian effort will then be recognised as the logical
and scientific outcome of specifically applied educa-
tional procedures.

Although there are many today who are taking
up this dual challenge of improving the plight of chil-
dren worldwide and improving the field of education,
attempting to bridge between the needs of the past
and the future, it must be recognised that it is also
vital for each of us, individually, to think towards the
solution to these problems. An education which
enlightens is not meant for only a select few of the
world’s people, but for all. The capacity to be
educated, and illumined, is found in every human
being. Likewise, every individual is in some way an
educator - able to invoke and evoke the highest from
those with whom he or she comes in contact. While
some may be called to the life vocation of teaching,
all of us carry the responsibility for right human rela-
tions and can share our light and goodwill with
others. Each of us can also aid in the construction of
positive enlightened thoughtforms, helping to create
an enlightened public opinion upon which world
leaders can draw. Every loving mind, thinking heart
and able hand is needed.

Let your imagination run wild for a moment, picturing the condition of the world when the majority of
human beings are occupied with the good of others and not with their own selfish goals.

Alice A. Bailey

The right kind of education consists in understanding the child as he is without imposing upon him an

ideal of what we think he should be. To enclose him in the framework of an ideal is to encourage him to
conform, which breeds fear and produces in him a constant conflict between what he is and what he should
be; and all inward conflicts have their outward manifestations in society. Ideals are an actual hindrance to our
understanding of the child and to the child’s understanding of himself.
A parent who really desires to understand his child does not look at him through the screen of an ideal.
If he loves the child, he observes him, he studies his tendencies, his moods and peculiarities. It is only when
one feels no love for the child that one imposes upon him an ideal, for then one’s ambitions are trying to fulfil
themselves in him, wanting him to become this or that. If one loves, not the ideal, but the child, then there is
a possibility of helping him to understand himself as he is.
J. Krishnamurti
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FAILINGS OF THE CURRENT SYSTEM

At this, the beginning of the 21st century, we cannot
write or speak of the failings of the school system
without recognizing that all of society’s major insti-
tutions are failing. Crises are the common experience
shared by our government, church, family and school
systems. Institutions which earlier provided seeming
order, stability and security, today no longer fulfil our
needs and expectations. They are no longer adequate
to our new awareness and maturity. Just as we cannot
pour new wine into old bottles, just as children
outgrow their favourite games and clothes, so
humanity’s awakening consciousness is outgrowing
its outmoded political, religious and socio-economic
systems. No one is affected more by these failings
than our children - the most vulnerable and inno-
cent among us.

In proclaiming the principle of “First Call” for
children, the 1990 Declaration of the World Summit
for Children highlighted the plight of children world-
wide: Each day countless children around the world
suffer as casualties of war and violence; as victims of
racial discrimination, apartheid, aggression, foreign
occupation and annexation; as refugees and displaced
children forced to abandon their homes and their
roots; as victims of neglect, cruelty and exploitation.
Each day, millions of children suffer from the
scourges of poverty and economic crisis - from
hunger and homelessness, from epidemics, illiteracy
and from degradation of the environment. Each day,
about 30,000 children die before reaching their fifth
birthday, mostly from preventable causes.

The plight of children in armed conflicts is a
most urgent matter. This crisis has been called to
world attention as escalating violence in some areas
has lead to the refusal of previously guaranteed access
by humanitarian services to children. In a recent
report on the State of the World’s Children, UNICEF
reported that nearly half of the 3.6 million people
killed in war since 1990 have been children. And chil-
dren are no longer immune from being singled out as
targets, a trend underscored by the September 2004
attack on schoolchildren in Beslan, in the Russian
Federation. Also, hundreds of thousands of children
are still recruited or abducted as soldiers, suffer sexual
violence, are victims of landmines, are forced to
witness violence and killing, and are often orphaned
by violence. In the 1990s, around 20 million children
were forced by conflict to leave their homes.

Much larger numbers of children are indirect
victims of war, and their development has been
compromised by the closure or destruction of schools
and health clinics, the disruption of food production
and the loss of such basic services as immunization.
In developing countries, where the vast majority of

wars have been fought since 1945, these events are
compounded by poverty, drought and diseases.

Displaced children forced to become “street
children” wage their own daily wars. From the cities
of North and South America, to the African conti-
nent, to the former Soviet Union and to the Far East,
the street children of the world cross all racial and
economic barriers. Many of them are forced onto the
streets through economic hardship, but a growing
number leave home voluntarily having decided that
the deprivations and hardships of the streets are
preferable to the violence, addiction and sexual abuse
often found within their own homes.

Failings of the school system must therefore be
seen in the context of the failings in all other aspects
of life. Because all that touches a child’s life affects
his or her capacity and desire to learn, so we must
recognize that improving the school system must go
hand in hand with improving all aspects of life as
these impinge upon the welfare of the child. The prin-
ciple of “First Call” is founded upon this very
perspective. It is an attempt to protect children, as far
as possible, from the mistakes, excesses and vicissi-
tudes of the adult world. It is a commitment to make
societal and personal decisions based first and fore-
most on the overall welfare and well-being of chil-
dren. Since this principle was first enunciated in
1990, enough progress has been made so that in its
1993 State of the World's Children, UNICEF
proclaimed the 1990’s as the “age of concern”. This,
in contrast to the past “age of neglect”. The report’s
enthusiasm and reasoned optimism over our ability
to resolve the many problems facing children world-
wide is founded on the recognition that progress over
the early years of the 1990’s was achieved wherever
commitment and political will stood behind formu-
lated goals.

Acknowledging the 1990s as the “age of
concern” provided much needed hope. Recognizing
that much more needed to be done for the world’s chil-
dren, 190 world leaders convened at the UN General
Assembly Special Session on Children in May 2002
and pledged to accelerate progress on child develop-
ment by promoting the best start and healthy lives;
providing quality education; protecting against abuse,
exploitation and violence; and combating HIV/AIDS.
These commitments were reflected in a new interna-
tional compact - A World Fit for Children. Focusing on
the progress made so far confirms the age-old principle
that energy indeed follows thought. As we hold fast to
the vision and energize it with our commitment and
will, so we will implement that vision, ensuring a
better world for all.

Having an understanding of the problems
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inherent within our past systems helps us better
understand the changes needed. Thus, the following
passages are offered from Problems of Humanity
(POH) and Education in the New Age (ENA). They
provide insight into the reasons why our current
system of education no longer suffices.

“(Generally speaking,) ... education has ...
been primarily competitive, nationalistic and, there-
fore, separative. It has trained the child to regard the
material values as of major importance, to believe
that his particular nation is also of major importance
and that every other nation is secondary; it has fed
pride and fostered the belief that he, his group and
his nation are infinitely superior to other people and
peoples. He is taught consequently to be a one-sided
person with his world values wrongly adjusted and
his attitudes to life distinguished by bias and preju-
dice.... World citizenship is not emphasized; his
responsibility to his fellowmen is systematically
ignored; his memory is developed through the impar-
tation of uncorrelated facts - most of them unrelated
to daily living.” (POH, p. 37)

“In the teaching of history, for instance ... the
first historical date usually remembered by the aver-
age British child is ‘William, the Conqueror, 1066’.
The American child remembers the landing of the
Pilgrim Fathers and the gradual taking of the country
from its rightful inhabitants and perhaps the Boston
Tea Party. The heroes of history are all warriors -
Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Attila the Hun,
Richard Coeur de Lion, Napoleon, George
Washington and many others. Geography is largely
history in another form but presented in a similar
manner - a history of discovery, investigation and
seizure, followed frequently by wicked and cruel treat-
ment of the inhabitants of the discovered lands.
Greed, ambition, cruelty and pride are the keynotes
of our teaching of history and geography.... Is it not

possible to build our theory of history upon the great
and good ideas which have conditioned the nations
and made them what they are? To emphasize the
creativity which has distinguished all of them? Can
we not present more effectively the great cultural
epochs which - suddenly appearing in some one
nation - enriched the entire world and gave to
humanity its literature, its art and its vision?” (POH,
pp. 43-4)

“Today the average child is, for the first five or
six years of his life, the victim of his parents’ igno-
rance or selfishness or lack of interest. He is
frequently kept quiet and out of the way because his
parents are too busy with their own affairs to give
him the needed time.... At school, he is frequently
under the care of some young, ignorant though
well-meaning person whose task it is to teach him
the rudiments of civilisation.... (By the time the child
is eleven years old) an orientation has been effected,
an attitude (usually defensive, and therefore inhibit-
ing) has been established, a form of behaviour has
been enforced or imposed which is superficial, and
which is not based upon the realities of right rela-
tionships. The true person which is found in every
child - expansive, outgoing and well-meaning ... has
consequently been driven within, out of sight, and
has hidden itself behind an outer shell which custom
and tuition have enforced.... The damage done to
children in the plastic and pliable years is often
irremediable and is responsible for much of the pain
and suffering in later life.” (ENA, pp. 74-5)

“The fundamental necessity which today
confronts the educational world is the need to relate
the process of unfolding the human mentality to the
world of meaning, and not to the world of objective
phenomena. Until the aim of education is to orient a
man to this inner world of realities, we shall have the
misplaced emphasis of the present time.” (ENA, p. 16)

First, and above everything else, the effort should be made to provide an atmosphere wherein certain qual-
ities can flourish and emerge. (This atmosphere includes the following:)
1) An atmosphere of love, wherein fear is cast out and the child realises he has no cause for timidity,

shyness or caution....

2) An atmosphere of patience, wherein the child can become, normally and naturally, a seeker after the
light of knowledge ... wherein there is never the sense of speed or hurry....

3) An atmosphere of ordered activity, wherein the child can learn the first rudiments of responsibility....
4) An atmosphere of understanding, wherein a child is always sure that the reasons and motives for his

actions will be recognised.

Alice A. Bailey
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THE WORK OF MEN AND WOMEN OF GOODWILL

——Selected thoughts about education

Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
“Education shall be directed to the full development
of the human personality and to the strengthening of
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.
It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friend-
ship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and
shall further the activities of the United Nations for
the maintenance of peace.”

Preamble to the Constitution of Unesco:
“That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in
the minds of men that the defences of peace must be
constructed;

That ignorance of each other’s ways and lives
has been a common cause, throughout the history of
mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust between the
peoples of the world through which their differences
have all too often broken into war....

That the wide diffusion of culture, and the
education of humanity for justice and liberty and
peace are indispensable to the dignity of man and
constitute a sacred duty which all the nations must
fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern.”

Rabindranath Tagore: “The object of educa-
tion is to give man the unity of truth. Formerly, when
life was simple, all the different elements of man were
in complete harmony. But when there came the sepa-
ration of the intellect from the spiritual and the phys-
ical, the school education put entire emphasis on the
intellect and on the physical side of man. We devote
our sole attention to giving children information, not
knowing that by this emphasis we are accentuating a
break between the intellectual, the physical and the
spiritual life.

[ believe in a spiritual world - not as anything
separate from this world - but as its innermost truth.
With the breath we draw we must always feel this
truth, that we are living in God. Born in this great
world, full of the mystery of the infinite, we cannot
accept our existence as a momentary outburst of
chance drifting on the current of matter toward an
eternal nowhere. We cannot look upon our lives as
dreams of a dreamer who has no awakening in all
time. We have a personality to which matter and
force are unmeaning unless related to something infi-
nitely personal, whose nature we have discovered, in
some measure, in human love, in the greatness of the
good, in the martyrdom of heroic souls, in the ineffa-
ble beauty of nature which can never be a mere phys-
ical fact nor anything but an expression of
personality.”

Alfred North Whitehead: “The solution which
[ am urging is to eradicate the fatal disconnection of
subjects which kills the vitality of our modern

curriculum. There is only one subject matter for
education, and that is life in all its manifestations.”

Federico Mayor, Director-General of
UNESCO: “Only education brings freedom. It alone
nourishes the roots of behaviour and shapes attitudes
of tolerance and solidarity. Only education in the
love of others will one day lead to dialogue between
cultures and enable all the people of the Earth to live
together in peace. May that day come soon.”

J. Krishnamurti (in Education and the
Significance of Life): “What is essential in education,
as in every other field, is to have people who are
understanding and affectionate, whose hearts are not
filled with empty phrases.... If life is meant to be lived
happily, with thought, with care, with affection, then
it is very important to understand ourselves; and if
we wish to build a truly enlightened society, we must
have educators who understand the ways of integra-
tion and who are therefore capable of imparting that
understanding to the child....

As long as we want our children to be power-
ful, to have bigger and better positions ... there is no
love in our hearts.... To love one’s children is to be in
complete communion with them; it is to see that they
have the kind of education that will help them to be
sensitive, intelligent and integrated....

To be creative is not merely to produce poems,
or statues, or children; it is to be in that state in
which truth can come into being.... The love of beauty
may express itself in a song, in a smile or in silence....
If we would develop sensitivity in the young, we
ourselves must be sensitive to beauty and to ugliness,
and must take every opportunity to awaken in them
the joy there is in seeing, not only the beauty that
man has created, but also the beauty of nature.”

Vaclav Havel, Past President of
Czechoslovakia (in an address to a joint session of
the U.S. Congress. 1990): “Without a Global
Revolution in the sphere of human consciousness a
more humane society will not emerge.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The secret of
Education lies in respecting the pupil. It is not for you
to choose what he shall know, what he shall do. It is
chosen and foreordained, and he only holds the key
to his own secret.”

Sri Aurobindo: “The first principle of true
teaching is that nothing can be taught. The teacher is
not an instructor or task-master, he is a helper and a
guide. His business is to suggest and not to impose.
He does not actually train the pupil’s mind, he only
shows him how to perfect his instruments of knowl-
edge and helps and encourages him in the process.
He does not impart knowledge to him, he shows him
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how to acquire knowledge for himself....

The second principle is that the mind has to be
consulted in its own growth. The idea of hammering
the child into the shape desired by the parent or
teacher is a barbarous and ignorant superstition. It is
he himself who must be induced to expand in accor-
dance with his own nature.... Everyone has in him
something divine, something his own, a chance of
perfection and strength in however small a sphere
which God offers him to take or refuse. The task is to
find it, develop it and use it. The chief aim of educa-
tion should be to help the growing soul to draw out
that in itself which is best and make it perfect for a
noble use....

The third principle of education is to work
from the near to the far, from that which is to that
which shall be. The basis of a man'’s nature is almost
always, in addition to his soul’s past, his heredity, his
surroundings, his nationality, his country, the soil
from which he draws sustenance, the air which he
breathes, the sights, sounds, habits to which he is
accustomed.... The past is our foundation, the
present our material, the future our aim and summit.
Each must have its due and natural place in a
national system of education.”

Rudolf Steiner: “In true education man must

be recognised as a co-operator in the building of
humanity ... just as the visible world reflects itself in
the eye, so is the entire human being an eye of soul
and body and spirit, in which the whole cosmos is
reflected. This reflection cannot be perceived from
without; it must be experienced from within and
then it is not a mere ‘appearance’ like an externally
mirrored image, but an inner reality.”

Paulo Freire: “All educational practice implies
a theoretical stance on the educator’s part. This
stance in turn implies - sometimes more, sometimes
less explicitly - an interpretation of man and the
world. It could not be otherwise. The process of
men’s orientation in the world involves not just the
association of sense images as it does animals. It
involves, above all, thought-language; that is, the
possibility of the act of knowing through his praxis,
by which man transforms reality. For man, this
process of orientation in the world can be understood
neither as a purely subjective event, nor as an objec-
tive or mechanistic one, but only as an event in
which subjectivity and objectivity are united.
Orientation in the world, so understood, places the
question of the purposes of action at the level of crit-
ical perception of reality.”

——Building bridges - Conventional and Emerging Innovations

The following list, compiled by Dr. Paul Messier of the United States Department of Education in September 1990, compar-
ing conventional models of education with emerging innovations, provides a condensed summary of some of the bridges which
are being considered, if not yet built, between the education of the past and the needed education of the future.

Conventional

« Focuses on logical, rational thought as centre of
the educational experience.

« Uses external tension for motivation, e.g., grad-
ing, competing, comparing.

e Uses the classroom environment as the container
for learning.

« Focuses on class assignments style, drawn from
school curriculum uses.

« Focuses on set curriculum given at same time and
in same way for all learners.

« Focuses on learning information.

e Talks about curriculum development.

e Measures progress by what people learn.

e Teaches subject matter through lectures and
textbooks.

« Focuses on knowing correct answers given by
authorities.

« Focuses on controlling the learner, i.e., reward
and punishment.

e Views learning as an arduous process requiring
forbearance and perseverance.

Emerging Innovations

« Focuses on all aspects - rational, sensory percep-
tion, emotions, feelings, intuition, imagination.

« Uses involvement and empowerment to activate
intrinsic motivation and inner tension of seeking
answers and exploration.

e Uses classroom as ‘home base’ where learning
experiences begin - then expands outward to
home, community, nation, and world.

« Focuses on individual learning, individual needs
and projects, and small group processes.

« Responds to the interests and abilities of learners
while following curriculum outline.

« Focuses on learning how to learn.

» Talks about human development.

e Measures progress by how well people learn,
enjoy learning, and go on learning.

e Teaches students by exploring multi-sensory
information in many ways.

e Considers diverse points of view. Elicits new
questions and answers.

« Focuses on empowering the learner and develop-
ing inner locus of control and self responsibility.

e Views learning as an exciting process of growing
and knowing - a joyful exploration.
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——Educating ourselves, not just our children (Ron Miller)

In my view, holistic education is not primarily
concerned with what we have to teach children.
Holistic education, most fundamentally, raises deep
and persistent questions about ourselves and the soci-
ety we have created. Holistic education challenges us
to reorient our own values away from the heartless
materialism, competition, self-aggrandisement, and
naked greed that characterise life in the modern age.
It calls on us to cultivate instead a reverence for life,
a deep respect for innocence and purity and simplic-
ity which is so utterly lacking today. When we
approach children in this spirit, we will not have so
many lessons to teach them; we will realise that they
have some profound lessons to teach us, or at the
very least that they need to participate in a meaning-
ful way in the lessons we would teach.

There is a certain appeal in seeing children as
our hope for the future. Because young children are
so impressionable and susceptible to our influence,
many kinds of educators, from Jesuits to behav-
iourists to humanists, have claimed that they could
transform humankind if only they were able to
educate a new, unspoiled generation from an early
enough age. Idealistic educators as diverse as Horace
Mann and Maria Montessori have believed that last-
ing social reform can be achieved only by reaching
the hearts and minds of children, because adults are
hopelessly set in their ways. (To their credit, however,
Mann and especially Montessori realised that educa-
tors must reform themselves in preparation for the
holy task of teaching.)

If we truly hold a reverence for life, we will not
be so quick to dash in and exploit our influence over
young people. Who are we, anyway, to steer our chil-
dren’s lives in directions we have chosen? The holis-
tic approach sees the child’s innocence and
dependence as an opening for Creation, not as an
opportunity for indoctrination. If we have unfulfilled
hopes and dreams for ourselves and our generation,
then we must deal with this disappointment

ourselves and let our children aspire to their own
dreams.

Educators - even wonderfully humanistic,
progressive, child-centred, liberal educators - too
often separate their work with children from their
participation in society. We too often believe that our
effort to influence children’s values is simply “educa-
tion”, and therefore necessary, while addressing our
society’s values as “politics”, thus controversial. I
suggest that there is no such separation: Influencing
our children’s lives is just as political as campaigning
to change adult minds. Working for social change is
ultimately an educational task. Young people are
educated by their culture as deeply as by their partic-
ular teachers and parents. If the adult world which
they must some day join is characterised by competi-
tion, violence, and greed, then it is largely futile for
us to teach lessons on cooperation, mediation, and
ecology. They will spend their adult lives in the
culture we have sanctioned, not in our classrooms.
Our first task as educators must be to change the
lessons that society teaches.

The holistic approach recognises the connec-
tion between the political and the educational; it
forces us to acknowledge what it is we stand for,
because that is what we will most truly teach. If we
believe in peace and justice and love, then let us teach
these to one another and practice these with one
another first, before we turn them into curriculum
units. Do we have an unfinished agenda with which
to burden still another human generation? Or can we
learn to transform ourselves and our culture so that,
as Rudolf Steiner so beautifully put it, we may receive
our children with reverence and educate them with
love? Holistic education aims for a transformation of
humanity, starting with ourselves.

Excerpted from an editorial appearing in
Holistic Education Review, Summer 1990, Vol. 3, No. 2.

——Letter to Governments (Maria Montessori)

My life has been spent in the research of truth.
Through the study of children I have scrutinised
human nature at its origin both in the East and the
West, and although it is 40 years now since I began
my work, childhood still seems to me an inex-
haustible source of revelations and - let me say - of
hope.

Childhood has shown me that all humanity is
one. All children talk, no matter what their race or
their circumstances or their family, more or less at
the same age; they walk, change their teeth, etc. at
certain fixed periods of their life. In other aspects

also, especially in the psychical field, they are just as
similar, just as susceptible.

Children are the constructors of men whom
they build, taking from the environment language,
religion, customs and the peculiarities not only of the
race, not only of the nation, but even of a special
district in which they develop.

Childhood constructs with what it finds. If the
material is poor, the construction is also poor. As far
as civilisation is concerned, the child is at the level of
the food-gatherers.

In order to build himself, he has to take by
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chance, whatever he finds in the environment.

The child is the forgotten citizen, and yet, if
statesmen and educationists once came to realise the
terrific force that is in childhood for good or for evil,
[ feel they would give it priority above everything else.

All problems of humanity depend on man
himself; if man is disregarded in his construction,
the problems will never be solved.

No child is a Bolshevist or a Fascist or a Demo-
crat; they all become what circumstances or the envi-
ronment make them.

In our days when in spite of the terrible lessons
of two world wars, the times ahead loom as dark as

ever before, I feel strongly that another field has to be
explored, besides those of economics and ideology. It
is the study of man - not of adult man on whom
every appeal is wasted. He, economically insecure,
remains bewildered in the maelstrom of conflicting
ideas and throws himself now on this side, now on
that. Man must be cultivated from the beginning of
life when the great powers of nature are at work. It is
then that one can hope to plan for a better interna-
tional understanding.

Printed in Holistic Education Review,
Vol. 4, No. 2, Summer, 1991, p.28

In their little worlds in which children have their existence ... there is
nothing so finely perceived and so finely felt, as injustice.

Life’s aspirations come in the guise of children.

Can we teach children about the art of living? We are now mainly
concerned with teaching them academic skills; skills that will help them get a
good job, that will make specialists of them. But what about the whole of life?
Isn’t it important to teach them about their lives as they are living them now, to
teach them life skills, skills that help them understand relationship, how to get
along in the world, how to survive and cope with the stress of living?

Charles Dickens, Great Expectations

Rabindranath Tagore, Fireflies

Terrence Webster-Doyle,
Growing Up Sane - The Tragic Irony

——A meditation for children

[ am a member of the world family; I am related to those who stand next to me ... by the air we breathe
... by the light we share ... the hope we have for a better world.

I have a responsibility to give ... to receive ... to be open, tolerant, free.

[ have inherited this world from those who have lived before ... I occupy space and time for a few short
years. [ hold this world in trust for those who will follow. My life - with others - can fashion this world
toward Peace rather than strife ... hope rather than despair ... freedom rather than slavery.

I, with those about me, can make the Brotherhood of Man a living thing.

[ pledge my willing spirit to this thought. We will do this together.



——Pioneering schools

Gifted visionary educators in every part of the world
are involved in experimental projects (see also the
article on Soul Education). These include schools
inspired by such notables as Rudolf Steiner (The
Waldorf Schools throughout the world), J.
Krishnamurti (various schools throughout the world
and particularly in India), E.F. Schumacher (The
Small School in Devon, in the United Kingdom), Kurt

Children, Youth and Education

Hahn (the United World Colleges in various coun-
tries throughout the world), Sri Aurobindo (Sri
Aurobindo International Centre of Education in
Pondicherry, India), and the like. The writings of
Alice A. Bailey also inspired a pioneering initiative in
Texas, USA, the Robert Muller School. For links to
some of these initiatives, please consult the resources
section at the end of the set.

ties for planetary transformation.

...a curriculum and an educational system must encompass and apply a
vast range of processes. These processes extend from the central ideas of transfor-
mational education and include all realms of human experience - thus balancing
the education of the “heart” and the education of the mind. As this balance is
achieved, both individually and collectively, greater harmony in humanity’s basic
relationships can be brought about - leading to true world peace and opportuni-

Introduction, The Robert Muller School World Core Curriculum Journal, Vol. I

The ‘learning process’ must be permeated with joy, fun and achievement
which the child can feel and know. For the adult it must be one of persistent
firmness coupled closely with loving gentleness because this process is the pattern
which the child will use as a basis for all future life experience. As he uses this
basis in establishing ordered activity, love, patience and understanding, the child
gains a sensitivity to right global relationships and is prepared to adjust possibili-
ties as he moves forward, contributing his past to the miracle of life.

(At present) the science of meditation ... is associated in the minds of men
with religious matters. But that relates only to theme. The science can be applied
to every possible life process.... It is really the true science of ... bridging in
consciousness ... it relates the individual mind eventually to the higher mind and
later to the Universal Mind. It is one of the major building techniques and will
eventually dominate the new educational methods in schools and colleges.

Robert Muller School,

Robert Muller School,
Resource Catalog

Alice A. Bailey,
Education in the New Age
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—Spirituality in Higher Education (David K. Scott)

Our approach to knowledge evolved as society
changed from an agrarian to an industrial to an
information age, and now to the Integral Age. For the
first five hundred years, Universities were embedded
in medieval culture where knowledge was largely
based on faith and religion. Scholars pursued knowl-
edge from a mixture of motives, combining rational
and irrational, scholarly and superstitious, using
methods of empiricism and speculation. However
there was an emphasis on the integration of knowl-
edge across diverse fields that was lost to some extent
with the scientific revolution of the 17th century, and
with the rise of modernism and the enlightenment.
During the 20th century, the fragmentation of
knowledge reached its pinnacle in the relativism of
postmodern philosophy. Over the same time span,
the nature of Universities changed from the
University of Faith to the University of Reason, the
dominating paradigm in the modern University.

Just as the University of Faith evolved to the
University of Reason, the next phase will be the
Integrative University for an Integrative Age, recog-
nizing the evolving human capacity for integrative
and spiritual consciousness. The philosopher Ken
Wilber sees this emerging capacity as the next stage
in human development from the archaic and mythic
eras of primal cultures to the “truth-force” and
“strive-drive” levels of scientific rationalism and
materialism, and now to the greater integral-holonic
consciousness of the future. Of course there is no
simple linear progression from one level to the next;
the different levels are all necessary if we are to
survive well in the complexity of the modern world.
In earlier times a survival sense based on sharpened
instinct and innate senses was crucial - and some-
times still is. More important for the future will be
the holistic mind.

Although it was modern science, from the
seventeenth century onwards, that led to our
dominant, rational, analytical worldview, the science
of the twentieth century has now shown the way to a
different model of the universe as a web of
connections, even as a holographic universe in which
information about the whole is contained in each
and every component. Let us hope that this
interpretation of reality will find its way into our
epistemology and approach to learning. There does
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seem to be a pattern for increasingly rapid
transformation in human history. While the earlier
hunter-gatherer and agrarian phases spanned
thousands of years, only a few hundred years
separated the industrial age and the information age.
We might anticipate a more rapid transition to
integral, holonic thinking, particularly if our
educational institutions make it a priority.

Perhaps humanity is gathering on-stage for the
next enlightenment. We have experienced the En-
lightenment of the East and the Enlightenment of the
West. The next enlightenment should combine the
best of these forerunners. On a grand scale we might
think of the future as the integration of the great
insights of the world's spiritual traditions with the
discoveries of modern science. Some of the ideas in
modern science have been implicit in the world's reli-
gions for thousands of years.

As we design education for the future we need
a world philosophy. An attempt at developing this
global blueprint for the future of education can be
found in the Report to UNESCO of the International
Commission on Education for the 21st Century.

Quoting from the UNESCO Report: "The prob-
lem will then no longer be so much to prepare chil-
dren for a given society as to continuously provide
everyone with the power and intellectual reference
they need for understanding the world around them
and behaving responsibly and fairly. More than ever
education's essential role seems to be to give people
the freedom of thought, judgment, feeling and imag-
ination they need in order to develop their talents
and remain as much as possible in control of their
lives." Our aim must be the complete fulfillment of
the human being in all the richness of personality
and the complexity of its forms of expression as
producer, inventor and creative dreamer and with all
their various commitments as individual members of
a family, of a community, and of the world.

This goal for education is no less than a spiri-
tual quest for the times we live in.

Adapted from an article published in Kosmos Journal, Spring
- Summer 2004: www.kosmosjournal.org/kjo/articles/arti-
clessub2/spirituality-in-higher-ed.shtml



——Ecoliteracy
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The following extracts are reprinted from a series of articles in Resurgence magazine issue no. 226 September/October 2004.

WWw.resurgence.org

Place-based Pedagogy. In an essay titled ‘A Sense of
Wonder’, David Orr makes a compelling argument
for why children need “organised engagement with
living systems and the lives of people who live by the
grace of those systems”. Before students are intro-
duced to more advanced disciplinary knowledge, he
says, they should be immersed in habitats and
communities as they occur, outside the constructed
boundaries of classrooms - as rivers, mountains,
farms, wetlands, gardens, forests, lakes, islands.

From such engagement grows reverence that is
capable of transforming learning from mere knowl-
edge to a passion for preserving those places. Pamela
Michael, co-founder of River of Words, a CEL
(Center for Ecoliteracy)-supported programme
combining nature study with artistic expression,
presents 2004 award winners for art and poetry in an
international contest that grounds children in the
beauty of their own places.

Confluence of Streams by Zenobia Barlow

We need to teach our children - and our political and
corporate leaders! - the fundamental facts of life: for
example, that matter cycles continually through the
web of life; that the energy driving the ecological
cycles flows from the sun; that diversity assures
resilience; that one species’ waste is another species’
food; that life, from its beginning more than three
billion years ago, did not take over the planet by
combat but by networking. Teaching this ecological
knowledge, which is also ancient wisdom, will be the
most important role of education in the twenty-first
century.

...it is important to us that the children not
only understand ecology, but also experience it in
nature - in a school garden, on a beach, or in a river-
bed - and that they also experience community while
they become ecologically literate. Otherwise, they
could leave school and be first-rate theoretical ecolo-
gists but care very little about nature, about the Earth.

Experiencing and understanding the principles
of ecology in a school garden or a creek restoration
project are examples of what educators nowadays call
“project-based learning”. It consists in facilitating
learning experiences that engage students in complex
real-world projects, reminiscent of the age-old tradi-
tion of apprenticeship. Project-based learning not
only provides students with important experiences -
co-operation, mentorship, integration of various
intelligences - but also makes for better learning....
Researchers have found that after two weeks we
remember only ten per cent of what we read, but

twenty per cent of what we hear, fifty per cent of what
we discuss, and ninety per cent of what we experi-
ence. To us, this is one of the most persuasive argu-
ments for experiential, project-based learning.

Landscapes of Learning by Fritjof Capra.

Gregory Bateson asks, “Why do schools teach almost
nothing of the pattern that connects?” A reductionist
mindset finds expression in the division of arts and
sciences; separate subject disciplines; grade apartheid,;
individualised learning; the setting-down of strict and
specific learning objectives to be performance tested
with no allowance for unexpected or spontaneous
insights arising from the learning experience. (“first
fire the arrow; whatever it hits, that’s the target”);
the strict delineation of who is the teacher and who
is the learner; and the arm’s-length relationship
between the school and the world beyond the school
gate. Such is the inhospitable environment into
which transformative educators have struggled to
introduce curricula, teaching materials, and learning
experiences built upon the concepts of inter-human
and human-nature interconnectedness, interdepen-
dence, interrelationship and justice. Seed scattered on
largely stony ground.

Dancing Earth by David Selby.

Fundamental to a reconstruction of educational
knowledge is our relationship with nature. In a holis-
tic relationship the individual sees himself or herself
as part of nature in a non-exploitative and harmo-
nious way and can learn subjectively and experien-
tially. Such a relationship can emerge from a set of
dispositions or a frame of mind that is the task of the
educator, parent and society to help develop. The
danger here is that yet again the teacher or adult will
impose certain ways of thinking on the learner rather
than helping these to emerge and take shape. To
avoid this it seems essential that schools or learning
communities be small and human scale so that a
‘listening culture’ can prevail and the learners’ inter-
ests, predispositions and developmental needs may be
known. “Holistic knowledge is accessible to the child
only on a scale in which relationships, especially
those of the child with everything else, can be mean-
ingful,” said Maurice Ash. It is also important that
schools be democratic - and this is more likely in a
small community - so that young people can have a
sense of belonging and a sense of active participation
and responsibility. Direct engagement with the envi-
ronment, rural or urban, is fundamental to learning,
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and schools need to be embedded in the local
community so that learning tasks can emerge out of
real life contexts and both teacher and learner can
work together.

Listening Culture by Mary Tasker

When we started The Small School we asked
ourselves, “What kind of school do we want?” We
decided to design our curriculum in three parts. One
third would be academic and intellectual, including
science, mathematics, English, French - all the things
you need for an academic education. Another third
would focus on imaginative themes such as art,
culture, music and painting. The rest would be prac-
tical and ecological. It would include physical train-
ing, environmental education, and manual work
such as gardening, cooking and woodwork.

We also decided that we would like our school
to teach about three basic things that every person
needs. One of these needs is food. Hardly any school
in the UK teaches you how to grow, cook or serve
food, or how to clean the dishes. If you do not teach
children to respect your dishes, it is not realistic to
expect them to respect people, trees or neighbour-
hoods. But if children can cook and serve food and
do dishes with respect, love and care, they can look
after trees and animals with love and care, they can
look after their parents with love and care, they can
treat their neighbours with love and care. So, to
ensure that every child would learn about food, our
teachers and children worked together to turn a
kitchen into a classroom.

Secondly, we all need clothing. But few schools
teach students how to mend clothes, how to design
clothes, how to spin, how to weave, how to sew. So
we decided to teach children the practical skills of
spinning, weaving, mending, designing and making
clothes. A number of our children have since turned
out to be great dressmakers and designers.

The third thing we need is housing. Yet, today,
hardly any schools teach children how to lay a foun-
dation, how to build a roof, and the basics of plumb-
ing and electrical wiring. At The Small School, we
included these practical hands-on skills.

We were also concerned that mainstream
education at that time was based almost entirely on
classroom learning, which made it difficult to learn
about the natural world. It was important to us that
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children learn not only about but from nature. To
learn from nature, one must be in nature. Too often,
education is anthropocentric. It teaches us about
nature only in order to manipulate it or control it.
We felt that nature should be as important a teacher
as the classroom teacher. So we decided that at least
once a week our classroom would be the outdoors.
The nearby river, woodlands and birds would be our
teachers as we learned how nature does things.

For me, it is important that education be of a
human scale. A school should be a community and
not just a knowledge factory - a community of chil-
dren, parents and teachers who all know each other
and who work, celebrate and develop ideas together.
But for that to happen, the size of the school must be
modest... At the moment, six schools are part of our
Movement for Education on a Human Scale.

The principle of human-scale education is the
new charter all children need. Governments will say
that small schools are uneconomic. First of all that is
not true. The hidden costs of large schools have to be
taken into account. But even if it were true that large
schools are less expensive, my concern is about the
long-term effect of mass education on the future of
children.

Since The Small School began, about 300 chil-
dren have passed through our school. We find that
they are self-confident and have many practical skills.
For my son it is no sweat to cook a meal for ten or
twenty people, because he has learnt it at the school.
Our aim has been to equip children not only intellec-
tually, but also spiritually, physically, emotionally
and practically.

Many other children who went through the
Small School are doing similar things. They work in
o